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"And Hashem said to Moshe in the Desert of Sinai from the tent of meeting
on the first of the second month, etc." (Bamidbar 1:1)
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The Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh
asks the following question on this
posuk: When the posuk states the

place, it lists the general place (the
Sinai Desert) first and then the
specific place (the tent of meeting)
second. However, when the posuk
describes the time of this event, it
lists the specific time (the specific
day) followed by the more general
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unit of time (the month). Why does
the posuk list the more general place
first and become more specific, yet list
the more specific time first and then
the more general? The Ohr HaChaim
offers a solution which you can see
in his commentary.
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With Hashem's help, I will also
humbly offer a solution regarding
this inconsistent order, which
shares an important mussar lesson
(lesson in spiritual and character
development).
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It is known that the primary
foundation of serving Hashem is
to first develop emunah (faith),

as it is stated (Chabakuk 2:4)
"the tzaddik lives by his faith."

Bitachon (trust) in Hashem is
another primary element, as it says
in Tehillim (37:3) "trust in Hashem
and do good, dwell in the land and
consume faith."
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It is essential to first acquire
emunah and bitachon.
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Yet, there is a "trap that is set"

for all, which is the desire for one's

livelihood - the "bread that one
eats."
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The desire for a person to focus on
earning his livelihood through all
sorts of clever schemes can cause
a person to believe that it is his
own strength and ingenuity which
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are the cause of his success rather
than maintaining his trust and faith
that it is Hashem who provides his
livelihood and sustenance.
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For "the One who gives us life
gives us our livelihood." (See
Ta'anis 8b)
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This is similar to what the Ba'al
Shem Tov, may his memory be
blessed for eternal life in the
world to come, said regarding the
statement of our sages (Avos 3:16)

"a trap is spread out over all life."
The word "p'rusa" (the Hebrew
word for "spread out") is related to
the word for reward and to the word
used to describe a piece of bread,
as it says in the Gemara (Eruvin
82b with comments of Rashi and
Berachos 37b) - one must eat
enough bread that is equivalent
to the volume of an olive in the
amount of time it takes to eat a half
of a loaf (p'rusa) of bread in order
to be required to recite Birchas
HaMazon.
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Furthermore, the trap of the yetzer
hara related to one's livelihood is

not only that one may think that he
is responsible for his own success,
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but also that preoccupation with
earning one's livelihood causes
one's time to become so consumed
that he is not available to focus on
his service of Hashem.
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However, when one constantly
contemplates the kindness of
Hashem and recalls that Hashem
"opens His hand and satisfies every
living thing with desire," as well
as strengthens his complete belief
and trust that it is solely Hashem
who provides his sustenance, then
he will no longer be distracted
from all of his activities and be able
to focus his attention on serving
Hashem and learning Torah.
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When one achieves this, Hashem
will shine a holy light upon him
as he learns Torah, for Torah is
compared to light (see Mishlei
6:23). He will ascend from level
to level until he merits to achieve
the attribute of a "dwelling," in
that Hashem's presence will dwell
within him as we have explained
many times previously.
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This idea
statement

is reflected in the
of our sages that
"the Torah was only given to the
generation that ate the manna."
(Mechilta Parshas Beshalach 2)
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This means that since the
generation that ate the manna
had emunah and bitachon, as is
described in Yirmiyahu 2:2 and
Shemos 12:39, they were given the
manna, their clothing never wore
out, they were not preoccupied
with earning a livelihood, and they
were available to focus on serving

Hashem.
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It was, therefore, those individuals
who had such emunah and bitachon
to whom the Torah was given.
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However, afterward, when they
achieved the exalted attribute of
Torah and the light of Torah shone
upon them in a way that added to
their holiness, then they no longer
needed the lower level attribute of
bitachon.
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This is the deeper meaning of
that which Hashem
Moshe Rabbeinu, peace be upon
him, before speaking to him at the
burning bush - "remove your shoes,

instructed

etc."
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For the attribute of bitachon is
referred to as shoes, as it says in
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Shir HaShirim (7:2) "how beautiful
were your footsteps when in shoes."
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Moshe Rabbeinu, who ascended

to the level of "Torah Ohr" (The

Torah's light) and even surpassed

it, was told by Hashem to "remove

his shoes,” which symbolically

referred to Moshe's transcending
the need for bitachon.
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Therefore, one should regularly
contemplate the kindness of
Hashem and understand that
everything occurs only because it
is Hashem's will. Every success

and good matter occurs because of
Hashem's kindness and not due to
our efforts.
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This is like the posuk says
(Beraishis 2:6) "and a mist arose
from the ground and watered..."
Since a cloud is certainly not the
strength of man, but rather due
to the kindness of Hashem and is
symbolic of Hashem's kindness it
was specifically used to water the
earth.
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This explains what Hashem said
to Moshe before the receiving of
the Torah (Shemos 19:9) "behold, I
am coming to you in a thick cloud
so that the nation shall hear when I
speak with them."
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The explanation of this statement
is that "I am coming to you and
warn you about the attribute of a
thick cloud," which hints to the
attribute of kindness since the
numerical value of the word thick
(ayin beis) is the same as the word
chessed (kindness).
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All of this means to say that one
should constantly contemplate

the Divine attribute of kindness
and know that everything he has

is not due to any human strength,
but rather simply due to Hashem's
kindness. As a result, one will
acquire emunah and bitachon.
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Moshe Rabbeinu already divested
himself of this attribute of required
bitachon, referred to as "shoes,"
and ascended to the next level in
which the prerequisite bitachon
was no longer needed. At that
point Hashem told him to "remove
his shoes," which symbolized his
transcendence of this level, and this is
why the posuk concludes by telling
us that Moshe should remove his
shoes in order that the nation
should listen to Hashem rather than
Moshe.
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The intent was to tell Moshe
that removing his shoes was only
necessary so that the people would
listen and so that Moshe should be
able to teach the nation in order
for them to be able to receive the
Torah and achieve the attribute of
"Torah Ohr."
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The Jewish nation did so and

strengthened themselves in the
qualities of emunah and bitachon.
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The beginning of this process was
on Pesach when they left Egypt with
emunah as they ate the matzah,
which tasted like the mannah.
(Kiddushin 38a)
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Afterward, they further
strengthened their bitachon until
their hearts were free and they
were able to completely focus on
serving Hashem.
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According to the Gemara they

then accepted the "Torah ohr"

at Mount Sinai and the spiritual

filth that was previously upon them

departed, causing them to become

cleansed of all spiritual defects.
(Shabbos 146a)

WiTRm ,TYin YN 12Wn nrna wyn

TN TR 92 7N INPOW MW KT M2

9y (9"nY PWHK) 9" MK OxIwm
/i1 D2IN2 "MW (1,719 NNW) P10

At that point the people became
like the mishkan and ohel moed in
the sense that Hashem caused His
presence to dwell within each and
every Jewish person, as our sages



. "

nPnaY X2y oK XY ,AYITR nPn?

MY "e237 NPNR YIRY Y AYITpd
Jinva nrna X

3P 12 NT9aY? 203 YAy

UYL, DWIRD WP TYIn YIiRg

/330 172 iy i3 won 7y M0 1phy

T nwan ) 7337 /Y922 NIRIY IXID? KY)

92922

na

MINY NP2 AR NPRY A271% MI0a
WM L,AYITR DIN2 T3 921 ,7Inu
n7a A1 NIPMI XMW nva nhna
N7 R NIR 92 YW IRIYH ,n7n 7w
22 IXW2 12 PRY M0 L UITR XuRia
nrna X1 A1 PV 27Ran niniRg
PRI 0D RIW CIEm , D Jinv2

/OD1N2 1MNMIRN N2 R ,R1N DTR NPOW NRIWN IP°Y 2D 1RION

WY MMNY, Y2 NTMKR P, [W1TR R10N212W] N7 NTPNIRI NNPN0NN MR MY PRY Y71 20
ANV N°N2Y RAW °192 NWITP NPPN2AY K12 TWOR

explained regarding the words
"and I will dwell in them." (Shemos
25:8)
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The acquisition of emunah
and bitachon is an essential

prerequisite within which holiness
is hidden. This is alluded to in the
word b'tach (the root letters of
bitachon) since the inner letters
that spell each individual letter are
the numerical value of the word
for holiness - kadosh. The first step
to achieving holiness is to acquire
emunah and bitachon.
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This is not the case with all of

the other letters of the aleph beis.
Therefore, the element of bitachon
is referred to as a covering (see
Tehillim 51:8 and Iyov 12:6) since
it is a covering and container
for holiness. This all alludes to the
idea that holiness is found within the
attributes of emunah and bitachon.
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It is impossible to achieve

holiness without first acquiring its
outer covering, which is bitachon.
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This idea is behind the service
of the sons of Kehos in the ohel
moed, who were instructed to place
a covering of tachash skin over the
aron kodesh in preparation for it
to be transported when the Jewish
nation traveled. (Bamidbar 4:6-20)
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This means that the Torah warned
those who were involved in the
holiest aspects of service in the
ohel moed, who themselves had to
be a manifestation of "ohel moed"
(by meriting that Hashem's presence
rest within them), to ascend from
one level to the next. This was
first accomplished by acquiring the
prerequisite bitachon, symbolized
by the initial task of covering
the aron kodesh. The next task,
which was adjusting the carrying
poles, represented the notion of
continuing to ascend to the next
level of achieving holiness.
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This is like the posuk (Shemos
30:34) says about the spices of the
ketores offering- "they shall be equal
weight," in which the word used to
described "weight" contains the same
root letters as the word for carrying
pole.
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This teaches us an important
lesson about achieving holiness,
which is that one should not try
to accomplish too much first by
skipping the crucial preliminary
preparation.
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The posuk that describes the
requirement of the sons of Kehos
to cover the aron kodesh states
that they shall not come to see the
aron kodesh as it is inserted into
its covering. Rashi explains that
they shall not see the aron kodesh
without its cover and, as a result,
die. Metaphorically, this means that
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one should not skip levels without
giving equal attention to each one
including the prerequisite preparation
of attaining emunah and bitachon.
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Now we will explain the order of
the posuk with which we began.
First it states "And Hashem spoke to
Moshe in the desert of Sinai." This
means that the Jewish people first
acquired the attributes symbolized
by the desert, which are emunah
and bitachon, as is alluded to in the
posuk "you traveled after me into
the desert." (Yirmiyahu 2:2)
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Through acquiring the
prerequisite emunah and bitachon,
one can then achieve the attribute
of "ohel moed," which is the level at
which the Jewish people themselves
become an ohel moed (dwelling for
the Divine presence).
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We can further explain the posuk

as follows: The expression "On

the first day of the second month"

explains from where they got the

strength to reach the level of ohel
moed.
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The posuk, therefore, says that
this event was on the first day of the
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second month. This alludes to us
that it was from the manna, which
began to fall in the second month,
that they strengthened themselves
in emunah and bitachon, for when
then manna fell they believed in
the One G-d and trusted in Him.
The expression "on the first day" or "on
day one" alludes to the emunah and
bitachon that the people had in the One
G-d and the expression "of the second
month" refers to the manna, which
strengthened their trust in Hashem
since they depended on Hashem to
provide them with the manna for their
daily sustenance.
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This strengthening of emunah
and bitachon took place in the
second month, which symbolized

unity. As a result, the mishkan was
erected in the second year after
they left Egypt. This is alluded
to in the words "for they left from
the Land of Egypt"
subsequent spiritual achievement
was due to the preparation that
they did by acquiring emunah and
bitachon when they left Egypt.
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They went from level to level
with equal significance until they
arrived at Har Sinai and received
the Torah. Then they merited to
achieve the attribute of ohel moed
when Hashem rested His presence
of the
Jewish nation. May it be Hashem's
will that we merit this, Amen.

among each individual
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Summary: Through analysis of way the Torah describes
the day on which Hashem spoke to Moshe, we can learn an
important lesson in avodas Hashem. That is that one must
first acquire true emunah and bitachon before anything
else. Next, he must strive to make himself a "dwelling for
Hashem" after he has internalized that all of his success
is completely from Hashem. Finally, after mastering the
earlier levels, one is able to receive the light of the Torah.
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